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By Chalmers M. Roberts 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


Chester L. Cooper, Averell 
Harriman’s right hand man in 
the search for a peaceful set- 
tlement in Vietnam, has left 
the Government to join the 
Institute for Defense Anal- 
yses. 

Cooper’s departure has no 
direct relationship to the cur- 
rent Washington view that 


who recently criticized the 
Thieu-Ky regime. i 

A 25-year Government veter- 
an, Cooper is an old Far East 
hand who joined the CIA as a 
China expert in 1947. He was 
on the American delegation at 
the 1954 Geneva Conference 
which divided Vietnam into 
North and South. In the 


there is no prospect now for a'Kennedy Administration he 
settlement. But his departure served on the National Securi- 


does reflect the view that such 
a moment is a good time to 
leave. 

Just to keep his hand in, 
'however, Cooper has arranged 
to devote one day a week to 
work for Ambassador Harri- 
man. Thus he could be called 
back in a hurry if something 
developed. 

In his new job, Cooper will 
spend his time on combining 
international affairs with 
domestic social problems. He 
also will write a book on Viet- 
nam in collaboration with Vu 
Van Thai, the former South 


ty Council staff. 

Cooper left the NSC in 
April, 1966, to write and do re- 
search. But four months later 
he joined Harriman when the 
President put Harriman in 
charge of exploring peace pos- 
sibilities. 

Cooper has been deeply in- 
volved in that task. He was 
sent to London as a contact 
man during the February visit 
there of Soviet Premier Kosy- 
gin. Both Harriman and Coop- 
er are known to have urged a 
more conciliatory approach to 
North Vietnam in the framing 
of conditions for reciprocity if 
the United States stops the 


Vietnamese ambassador here! bombing of North Vietnam. 
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ismwmm FOR: Miss Lois G. Mooch 

Administrative Officer 
National Security Council 
'Jashington, D. C* 20506 

SUBJECT : Proposed Junior Assistant to Harold H. 

Saunders, KSC Senior Staff Member 


Lois: 


This is an informal response to your unofficial 
memo of 15 August. 

I have; discussed this natter vith Mr. Echols and 
he is quite agreeable to the suggestion that an informal 
approach be made to our Office of Training. He did ask 
that any formal request resulting from these discussions 
be presented for his formal consideration and coordination 
-with appropriate Agency officials. 



Executive Officer 
Office of Personnel 
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